




PREVIOUS SHOWS
1910   H.M. S Pinafore
1911   Pirates of Penzance
1913   The Mikado
1914   The Gondoliers
1915   H.M.S Pinafore
 1916-19  Period of Great War
11920  Iolanthe
1921  Yeoman of the Guard
1922  Pirates of Penzance and
    Trial by Jury
1923  Patience
1924  The Mikado
1926  Ruddigore
11927  Yeoman of the Guard
1928  Iolanthe
1929  The Geisha
1930  A Country Girl
1931  The Quaker Girl
1932  The Girls of Gottenburg
1933  The Gondoliers
11934  The Mikado
1935  Paul Jones
1936  Maid of the Mountains
1937  The Desert Song
1938  The Vagabond King
1939  Rose Marie
 1940-46  Second World War
11947  A Country Girl
1948  The Arcadians
1949  Rose Marie
1950  The Student Prince
1951  The Desert Song
1952  The Rebel Maid
1953  Rio Rita
11954  Katinka

 

1955  The New Moon
1956  Maid of the Mountains
1957  Lilac Time
1958  Happy Song
1959  The Merry Widow
1960  White Horse Inn
11961  Love From Judy
1962  South Pacific
1963  Annie Get Your Gun
1964  No No Nanette
1965  Oklahoma
1966  Flower Drum Song
1967  Call Me Madam
11968  King̓s Rhapsody
1969  My Fair Lady
1970  Kismet
1971  Brigadoon
1972  The Pajama Game
1973  Guys and Dolls
1974   Fiddler on the Roof
11975  Song of Norway
1976   Annie Get Your Gun
1977  The Most Happy Fella
1978  Show Boat
1979  Hello Dolly
1980  Carousel
1981  Summer Song
11982  The Dancing Years
1983  Oklahoma
1984  The Merry Widow
1985  Irene
1986  Kiss Me Kate
1987  Guys and Dolls
1988  South Pacific
11989  Brigadoon

 

1990  The Pajama Game
1991  Gigi
1992  Flower Drum Song
1993  Calamity Jane
1994  Anything Goes
1995  Carousel
11996  Call Me Madam
1997  42nd Street
1998  My Fair Lady
1999  Fiddler on the Roof
2000  Hello Dolly
2001  The Best Little 
    Whorehouse in Texas
20022002  South Pacific
2003  Cabaret and
    Little Shop of Horrors
2004  Guys and Dolls
2005  Hot Mikado
2006  Annie Get Your Gun
2007  Return to the
        Forbidden Planet
2008  Come Fly With Me
2009  Anything Goes and
    Footloose
2010  Singin̓ in the Rain
2011   Summer Holiday
2012  Godspell
22013  West Side Story and
    Come Fly With Me 2
2014  Jesus Christ Superstar
2015  Calamity Jane and
    All Shook Up
2016  Sunshine on Leith
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PRESIDENT’S WELCOME

            Hello ladies and gentlemen and a very warm welcome    
            to the Sir John Wilson Town Hall for ACAOS’ production    
            of Rock of Ages.

                        This choice of show marks yet another first for ACAOS     
            as we prepare to rock our grand old Town Hall to its      
            hallowed foundations. While this choice of show has      
            created a massive buzz throughout our audience as      
            opening night neared, it would be fair to acknowledge a   
            few raised eyebrows. Gilbert and Sullivan it is not. However,  
            the fact that you, our audience, continue to place your trust 
inin us to deliver an excellent show even when the content seems unfamiliar is 
testament to an enduring partnership. We thank you for it and promise you will not 
be disappointed. 

As this is my first President’s Welcome, I delved into the programme archives to gain 
inspiration from my illustrious predecessors. It was fascinating to read through the 
passage of time that makes up the history of our old club. But what was of particular 
interest was the observation that the more things change, the more they stay the 
same: the struggle to keep amateur theatre alive is not a new one. First there was 
the threat posed by the advent of cinema. Years later it was television and later 
video recordings. Yet through all of this, theatre persisted. Today we compete on a 
numbernumber of new fronts to attract members and audience. The internet, satellite 
television and home cinema advance at a blistering rate. We are a richer society (so 
they tell me), so accessing the bright lights of Glasgow and Edinburgh is easy. Why 
stay loyal to the local club when you can visit – or even perform – in The Kings? Yet 
still, through all of this, ACAOS persists. And indeed thrives. Why? Well for a 
number of reasons, not least of which is a strong and loyal core audience. But I also 
like to think that our decision to bring shows to Airdrie that offers our audiences, 
bothboth old and new, something different plays a part. Shows that also attract some of 
the best performers from the local area and beyond. 

I am confident that in Rock of Ages we continue this tradition. The 80s hair rock 
score syncs with the current wave of nostalgia for this decade, while the mash up 
style brings a modern feel to classic songs. Add to this a story of love, loss, sex, 
greed and reconciliation all brought together under the lights and sound of a rock 
concert and you have all the ingredients of an unforgettable evening.

Normally, I would suggest you sit back and enjoy the show. But I think it is more 
appropriate to suggest you hold your two middle fingers with your thumb, raise 
your pinkie and index finger aloft: and get ready to rock.

Iain N. Campbell





JOIN US FOR SPAMALOT!

Want to help King Arthur and his brave knights slay 
the mighty Rabbit of Caerbannog? Or defeat the 
Black Knight (‘tis but a flesh wound)? Want to be 
part of a chorus line of high-kicking knights singing 
of their love for ham and jam and spam (a lot)? 
Then come join us for ACAOS’ production of 
SPAMALOT as we go in search of the Holy Grail in 
March 2018!March 2018!

We don’t let just anyone in though, we’re looking for 
very particular folk; first: do you like the stage? 
Second: do you like having fun, taking on new 
challenges and meeting new people? Third: are you 
between 16 and 160? If you’ve said YES to these 
three questions then congratulations - you’ve passed 
the ACAOS test and we want to hear from you! 
WhetherWhether your talents lie on the stage, behind the 
stage or at the front of the house we have a place for 
you. So what are you waiting for? Contact Alan 
Smith on 07890 690192 for an informal chat. 









ROCK OF AGES SYNOPSIS

IIt’s the tail end of the big, bad 1980s in Hollywood, and the party has 
been raging hard. Aqua Net, Lycra, lace and liquor flow freely at one of 
the Sunset Strip’s last legendary venues, a place where sex machine Stacee 
Jaxx takes the stage and scantily clad groupies line up to turn their 
fantasies into reality. Amidst the madness, aspiring rock star (and resident 
toilet cleaner) Drew longs to take the stage as the next big thing (and longs 
for small-town girl Sherrie, fresh off the bus from Kansas with stars in her 
eyes). eyes). 

But the rock and roll fairytale is about to end when German developers 
sweep into town with plans to turn the fabled Strip into just another 
capitalist strip mall. Can Drew, Sherrie and the gang save the strip – and 
themselves – before it's too late? Only the music of hit bands Styx, Journey, 
Bon Jovi, Whitesnake and more hold the answer.
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THE PRODUCTION COMPANY
           THOMAS GEMMELL – DIRECTOR
           Thomas is delighted to return to direct for ACAOS after the success   
           of Sunshine on Leith, All Shook Up, Calamity Jane, Jesus Christ     
           Superstar, West Side Story, Godspell and Summer  Holiday.  For other  
           societies he has directed My Fair Lady, Annie Get Your Gun,
                      Oklahoma! and Carousel, as well as  directing a range of plays     
           including Men Should Weep, Twelve Angry Men, Breaking the Code, 
Play it Again Sam, and school productions of Romeo and Juliet, Caesar, Macbeth Recut, 
Richard III, King Lear and Hamlet.  He recently appeared on stage in Glengarry Glen Ross 
and The Crucible, is currently a teacher of Drama and Media at a secondary school in 
Glasgow, and has a background in corporate training and teaching.  He has acted, 
produced, directed and toured with his theatre company TheatreFusion and is the writer of 
TheThe Gunpowder Plot (find it on Amazon), The Whitechapel Murders, Write Me A Musical! and 
the Bram Stoker-inspired The Dark Ladies.  His adaptation of Shakespeare's Caesar has been 
produced by schools and colleges in Glasgow, at Bathgate Regal, and in the USA.

LISA KENNEDY - CHOREOGRAPHER
In her 11th ACAOS production, Lisa is thrilled to be ticking Rock 
of Ages off of her choreography wish list! A former pro-sports cheer-
leader and Dance Artist in Residence for Clackmannanshire with 
Scottish Traditions of Dance Trust, Lisa has been teaching, choreo-
graphing and performing for various arts organisations over the last 
15 years. In 2010, Lisa was honoured to be invited to co-choreograph a piece for 
GlasgoGlasgow’s Commonwealth Games Flag Handover Ceremony. Eight years ago she formed 
the 1940/50s inspired dance troupe The Kennedy Cupcakes, who have continued to 
entertain audiences across the UK and enjoyed great success. In recent years, she has worked 
on a number of productions at the TRON Theatre and has been delivering the NHS 
INTERACT Forth Valley Health & Wellbeing project, Max in the Middle. Lisa loves dance and 
it's a passion she enjoys sharing with others! 

           ROSS ANGUS - MUSICAL DIRECTOR
                      Ross is delighted to return to ACAOS this year as Musical Director.    
           After first ‘tinkling the ivories’ aged 12, he gained a DipABRSM in    
           piano performance in 2010 and graduated from the RSAMD the    
           following year. Ross joined ACAOS first as rehearsal accompanist,    
           then as assistant MD and more recently as MD for Come Fly With    
           Me: New Heights, All Shook Up, Sunshine on Leith and now Rock of 
Ages. As well as rocking out in the pit, Ross regularly performs with rock band ‘The Sentinels’, 
andand several of his bandmates are joining on him on stage tonight. Despite being a classically 
trained pianist, Ross has thoroughly enjoyed letting out his inner rock performer in recent 
years. Beethoven’s Walstein Sonata will just have to wait...





PRINCIPAL CAST 
            EILISH BRAND – SHERRIE 
            Eilish is beyond excited to return to the ACAOS stage once  
            again for her 7th show with ACAOS. After joining in 2012  
            for the hugely successful production of West Side Story,   
            Eilish has been heavily involved both on stage and off,
                        co-choreographing the club’s 2013 summer production -  
            Come Fly With Me: New Heights. It's not been all singing,  
            dancing and jazz-hands however, as she has also taken on  
            roles in The Crucible and performed at the Edinburgh 
Fringe Festival. Eilish would like to take this opportunity to thank her family, friends 
and the club for their support. 

DALE CROMBIE – DREW
This is Dale’s first performance with This is Dale’s first performance with ACAOS and he is 
really looking forward to performing “La-La Land”… oh 
wait there’s been a mistake we mean Rock of Ages! By 
day, he is a handsome struggling law student and by night 
a handsome struggling singer. Dale has not performed for 
three years and is excited to be part of the ACAOS family. 
Previously, Dale has played Archie in 13 - The Musical, 
The Wiz in The Wiz. He is looking forward to making the The Wiz in The Wiz. He is looking forward to making the 
audience “Wanna Rock” and hopes you are looking forward to “Nothin’ but a 
Good Time”.

            CRAIG CARTER – STACEE
            Ever since Craig was a “Sweet Child (of Mine)” he would  
            say “I Love Rock and Roll”. So Craig was “Living on a 
                        Prayer” that ACAOS would do Rock of Ages after seeing   
            the show, he was “Hungry Like the Wolf” for a shot at 
                        ‘Stacee Jaxx’. He hopes to “Rock You Like a Hurricane” and  
            “Shake You All Night Long”. After a break from ACAOS’   
            main show last year he was ready to “Jump” on that     
            “Crazy Train”, “Pour Some Sugar” and get “Back in Black”. 
Craig “Welcomes (you) to the Jungle” and hopes Stacee takes you to “Paradise 
City”.



 
             IAIN N. CAMPBELL – HERTZ
                          Iain is thrilled to be returning to the stage with ACAOS   
             and looking forward to unleashing his inner rock god,   
             something he has been in his head for many years now.  
             In reality he is an NHS clinician, hubby and dad to wee  
             Jude. He is also a keen amateur actor and has       
             appeared in many diverse roles, ranging from John    
             Proctor in The Crucible to third guy from the left in last   
                          year’s Sunshine on Leith. Iain finally took the hint this year 
that he is no longer one of the ‘young yins’ in ACAOS when he was cast as a twenty 
year old’s dad and nobody blinked an eye. He has loved playing the archetypal 
baddy, and looks forward to the boos (assuming these are not an assessment of 
his performance).

ROSS BAXTER-MCGHEE – FRANZ
Ross was a shy, quiet and unassuming child, until he hit 
his twenties when something changed dramatically and he 
joined a cabaret act that performed throughout the bars
and clubs of Glasgow and Edinburgh. When the group 
went their separate ways, many to London to pursue 
performance careers, Ross stayed to continue his career in
healthcare. He started in musical theatre last year with 
another group but has found his home here at ACAOS 
withwith his first principal role, this will also be the first time his mum has seen him on 
stage. Ross would like to thank his husband for putting up with the constant 
rehearsals.

             KATY ALLAN – REGINA 
                          Katy has been singing, performing and generally making  
             a lot of noise since…well… forever and is thrilled to be  
             back on stage with ACAOS.  She joined the club in 2013  
             performing in every show since playing a  variety of roles  
             from an over-emotional soul girl, to a crossing dressing  
             mechanic.  A generally shy and quiet (ahem) individual, 
Katy in           no way resembles the character she plays tonight and has  
                          enjoyed the challenge of bringing the required level of 
subtlety to such a complex and emotional character.  She dedicates her 
performance to all the placard-carrying liberals out there – FIGHT ON 
COMRADES!  



 
            GRANT CAMPBELL – DENNIS
                        Now in his 12th year with the club Grant feels very      
            fortunate to still be able to hold his own against the young  
            ‘uns especially as he’s one of only a few cast members   
            who can actually remember when some of the tunes from  
            Rock of Ages were actually in the charts! He hopes you all  
            have as awesome a time watching as the cast had      
            rehearsing such a bawdy beauty of a show, and that     
                        you’re ready to fasten up your studded bracelets, fix your 
makeup (guys too) and enjoy a night of sheer unadulterated RAAAAWWWWWK!

STEVEN STRUTHERS – LONNY
Steven graduated from the Royal Scottish Academy of 
Music and Drama in 2005. He has performed widely in 
musical theatre and other mediums including professional 
productions, radio and television. He first appeared 
onstage with ACAOS as Seymour in the 2003 production 
of Little Shop of Horrors but will always be best 
remembered for his outstanding portrayal of Jesus in Jesus
Christ Superstar (2014). Steven feels lucky to have had the 
pleasure to work with many talented people in ACAOS shows over the years, and 
loves being part of the club. He hopes you all enjoy the show. 

            SUSAN CAMPBELL – JUSTICE
                        This is Susan's thirteenth year in ACAOS and she is     
            delighted to be stepping into something a lot less      
            comfortable in playing the role of Justice. Susan has had  
            the privilege of playing principal roles in shows such as   
            Guys and Dolls, Hot Mikado and Godspell and was a    
            co-writer and director of an ACAOS original production,  
            Come Fly with Me. Susan is thrilled to be sharing the stage  
                        with her ACAOS (and actual) family and would like to thank 
them all - they are a special bunch. Susan would lastly and most importantly like 
to thank Evan and Rose for making her the happy, proud and exhausted Mum she 
is every day.



FEATURED ROLES 

IAIN RUNCIMAN, GILLIAN MACKISSACK, STEVEN CASSIDY, KAT 
CAMPBELL, DIXIE RODGERS, LAURA SHEPHERD, GRANT JOHNSTON

and CAT GEMMELL (not pictured)

DANCERS

LESLELESLEY-ANNE SMITH, JULIEANN CRANNIE, LINZI DUNLEVY, LYNN 
STEWART, LYNSAY YOUNG and CAT GEMMELL (not pictured)



ACT ONE
SCENE 1 - GOD GIVES ROCK AND ROLL TO YOU
The awesome rock introduction to the show – meet the characters! Lonny our narrator and stage 
manager, Dennis Dupree, owner of the legendary The Bourbon Room, and Drew Boley – barman.
CUM ON FEEL THE NOIZE/JUST LIKE PARADISE/NOTHING BUT A GOOD TIME
 
SCENE 2 - SHERRIE GOES SCENE 2 - SHERRIE GOES TO HOLLYWOOD
Sherrie Christian, acting hopeful, leaves Kansas for the bright lights of LA.
SISTER CHRISTIAN
 
SCENE 3 – WINDS OF CHANGE
Mayor’s assistant Regina Koontz is furious when German developers the Klinemanns, the 
overbearing Hertz and the sensitive Franz, announce their redevelopment plans for the Sunset Strip.
WE BUIWE BUILT THIS CITY
 
SCENE 4 - DENNIS 2 SOCIETY
As The Bourbon Room is under threat, Dennis decides to contact rock legend Stacee Jaxx to do one 
final concert.
TOO MUCH TIME ON MY HANDS
 
SCENE 5 - THE “I SCENE 5 - THE “I WANT” SONG
Drew tells Sherrie he doesn’t want to be a barman forever.  He wants to rock.
I WANNA ROCK
 
SCENE 6 - STOP, CHILDREN, WHAT’S THAT SOUND?
Regina, now a full time protestor, organises resistance to the Klinemann’s plans.
WE’RE NOT GONNA TAKE IT
  
SCENE 7 - DREW GIVE LOVE A BAD NAME
Drew likes Sherrie.  Sherrie has a dream. Drew and Sherrie have a date.  Drew is a douche.
MORE THAN WORDS/TO BE WITH YOU/HEAVEN
WAITING FOR A GIRL LIKE YOU
 
SCENE 8 – DEVIL INSIDE
Stacee Jaxx arrives at The Bourbon Room, breaking hearts, bra straps and all the rules.Stacee Jaxx arrives at The Bourbon Room, breaking hearts, bra straps and all the rules.
WANTED DEAD OR ALIVE
I WANT TO KNOW WHAT LOVE IS
 
SCENE 9 – DON’T DREAM IT’S OVER
That point in the story where everything seems to go wrong – the club has to close, Stacee loses his 
band, Sherrie is mistreated, Drew is cheated.
CUM ON FEEL THE NOIZE/WE’RE NCUM ON FEEL THE NOIZE/WE’RE NOT GONNA TAKE IT
 
SCENE 10 – PRIVATE DANCER
Until she becomes a famous actress, Sherrie becomes a dancer in a strip... sorry, gentleman’s club: 
The Venus Club, where the owner, Justice, takes her under her wing.
HARDEN MY HEART/SHADOWS OF THE NIGHT
 
KICK ASS KICK ASS ACT ONE FINALE
Everyone seems alone and isolated.  Will things ever work out? 
HERE I GO AGAIN



ACT TWO
SCENE 1 - ANOTHER BRICK IN THE MALL
The Klinemann’s watch as the Sunset Strip is demolished.  The protestors are revolting.  The cops 
are sexy.
THE FINAL COUNTDOWN
 
SCENE 2 - SCENE 2 - LOVE IS A BATTLEFIELD
Sherrie learns her new trade, and gets revenge.  Drew’s new agent, Ja’keee Gill, has the answer to 
his image problem.
ANYWAY YOU WANT IT
HIGH ENOUGH
I HATE MYSELF FOR LOVING YOU/HEAT OF THE MOMENT
 
SCENE 3 - IS THIS SCENE 3 - IS THIS LOVE?
Franz Klinemann stands up to his dad for once (using the medium of dance).
HIT ME WITH YOUR BEST SHOT
Dennis and Lonny say goodbye to The Bourbon Room.
CAN’T FIGHT THIS FEELING
 
SCENE 4 - THE ELEVEN O CLOCK NUMBER
Justice leads everyone in a beautiful song from the heart.Justice leads everyone in a beautiful song from the heart.
EVERY ROSE HAS ITS THORN
 
SCENE 5 - TAKE MY BREATH AWAY                                                         
Hertz Klinemann regrets mistreating his son. Regina has a bright idea.
KEEP ON LOVING YOU
Drew realises that he can get what he wants, but has to be quick…
OH SHERRIEOH SHERRIE
THE SEARCH IS OVER
 
IT’S THE END OF THE SHOW AS WE KNOW IT (AND WE FEEL FINE)
The bit where you get your rocks off. And remember, no matter what: DON’T STOP BELIEVING!
 



CAST
DREW BOLEY - DALE CROMBIE

SHERRIE CHRISTIAN - EILISH BRAND
LONNY BARNETT - STEVEN STRUTHERS
DENNIS DUPREE - GRANT CAMPBELL
STACEE JAXX - CRAIG CARTER
REGIREGINA KOONTZ - KATY ALLAN 

HERTZ KLINEMANN - IAIN N. CAMPBELL
FRANZ KLINEMANN - ROSS BAXTER-MCGHEE
JUSTICE CHARLIER - SUSAN CAMPBELL

FATHER - IAIN RUNCIMAN
MOTHER - GILLIAN MACKISSACK 

MAYOR JOHN GRANTSON - GRANT JOHNSTON
WWAITRESS #1 - KAT CAMPBELL
JA̓KEEE GILL - LAURA SHEPHERD
JOEY PRIMO - DIXIE RODGERS 
CONSTANCE - CAT GEMMELL

SLEAZY PRODUCER - STEVEN CASSIDY

DANCERS
JULIEANN CRANNIE, LINZI DUNLEVJULIEANN CRANNIE, LINZI DUNLEVY, CAT GEMMELL, LESLEY-ANNE 

SMITH, LYNN STEWART, LYNSAY YOUNG

ROCKERS
EMMA ARMEMMA ARMSTRONG, JENNY BARTLEY, KIRSTEN BRODIE, LOUISE 

CASSIDY, CALEY CHENEY, CAITLIN CONNOLLY, PAMELA DORMER, KIM 
FLANDERS, BERNADETTE GALLAGHER, KATHRYN HERON, LAURA 

MACFARLANE, ROSE MCCANN, SANDOR MCNEILL, JENNIFER MYSZKER, 
LORRAINE MYSZKER, ANDREW RAE, NICOLA YOUNG

 





SHOW CREDITS
ROCK OF AGES

A musical written by Chris D'Arienzo
Music & Lyrics by A Bunch of Really Sweet 80s Bands

Arrangements and orchestrations by Ethan Popp and David Gibbs

Director - Thomas Gemmell
Musical Director - Ross Angus Musical Director - Ross Angus 
Choreographer - Lisa Kennedy
Stage Director  - Alan Love

Asst. Stage Director - Kenneth Finnie
Sound Engineer - Joe Bradshaw

Mic Supplier  - Joe Bradshaw & Alan Beattie at Sono Vie 
Lights & Sound - Culture NL 
PProperty Manager - Lesley Smith 

Wardrobe - Anne G. Smith & Nanette Stewart 
Additional Costumes – Thespis Theatrical Costumiers 

Ticket Convenor - Alan Smith 
House Manager - Arthur Smith

Publicity Convenor - Grant Johnston 
Programme Editor – Kat Campbell & Lesley-Anne Smith

PProgramme Designer - Emma Daraz 
Artwork Designer - Grant Johnston
Publicity Photographs – John McGill
Foyer Photographs – Bill McCloy

Music Stands - Alan Beattie at Sono Vie 
Make Up - Yvonne Finnie & Students of Coatbridge College 

Prompt - Joan Hamilton 
VVocal Consultant – Alan Fraser

HOPE FOR AUTISM 

This year, ACAOS will be asking you to dig deep and support our chosen charity for 
2017, ‘HOPE FOR AUTISM’. HOPE is a local charity established by a group of mothers 
who were unable to access the help they needed for their children in North Lanarkshire.

 
HOPE is the most experienced third sector autism specific service offered in North HOPE is the most experienced third sector autism specific service offered in North 

Lanarkshire and provides activity groups for young people, running a range of successful, 
fun, and educational activities for children and young people aged 2 – 25 years of age 
over 6 days a week. Their services also offer support to local families and carers affected 









NODA DISTRICT 5 FORTHCOMING SHOWS IN 2017

 

PATRONS
The support we receive from The support we receive from Patrons is very important for ACAOS and greatly appreciated. If you 
haven’t signed up already, we would love you to consider becoming a Patron. The benefits include 
priority booking for the seat of your choice for any performance, two tickets, a free programme 

and two free drinks.

For further information on Patrons please phone club secretary, Laraine Johnston, on 01236 
435534 or visit www.acaos.co.uk.





LET’S GET SOCIAL

Because all work and no play makes Jack a dull boy!

Here at ACAOS we like to work hard – well, making our shows the best they can be isn’t 
easy. But it’s not all work, work, work – ACAOS like to cut loose too.

Our social calendar is wide (and very busy!) so there is something for everyone. Whether Our social calendar is wide (and very busy!) so there is something for everyone. Whether 
it’s trips to the Kings, quiz nights, meals in town, race nights, ceilidhs, hotel overnights, 
Christmas in George Square, family days down the park, dinner dances in your glad 
rags, the legendary after show parties and, yes, the occasional night in the pub for a very 
sensible level of imbibing – there is something for everyone. And of course we’re always 

open to new ideas!

So if you want to meet some new pals (and there are a lot of really cracking folk even if So if you want to meet some new pals (and there are a lot of really cracking folk even if 
we do say so ourselves) and widen your social circle then look no further!

ACAOS MINIS 

Huge congratulations to Gayle, Jim and big sis Winter following the birth of beautiful Huge congratulations to Gayle, Jim and big sis Winter following the birth of beautiful 
baby girl (and future member) Salem Rose Reid. Gayle was planning to rock out on stage 
with the rest of Team ACAOS, but had to pull out of the show to make way for little Salem 
who was born on the 28th February at 3.05pm, weighing 7 and a half pounds. Welcome 

to the world Salem! 



IN THE SPOTLIGHT
Ross and Katy are the ringleaders of the ACAOS social 
circus and regularly provide solace at their home for 
those with a penchant for a roaring musical theatre sing-
a-long and a well-made martini!

A match made in musical heaven, they get hitched this 
coming Apcoming April and we couldn̓t be happier for them. Let̓s 
find out a bit more about them…

How did you become involved in ACAOS?
Katy: I guess because of Ross.  I’d sung in a concert with some other ACAOS members who were 
all in West Side Story at the time.  Ross was playing for the concert and that’s how we got together.  
I then came to see West Side Story and was so impressed I had to join.  The rest, as they say, is 
history!
Ross: I was only 17, and the legendary Andy Smith recommended me for the role of accompanist  Ross: I was only 17, and the legendary Andy Smith recommended me for the role of accompanist  
for South Pacific. Some years later after graduating I came back for Godspell and they haven't got 
rid of me since…

First show involved in?
Katy: I joined that summer for Come Fly with Me.
Ross: South Pacific. 

Favourite ACAOS show and why?
KKaty:  I have really loved Rock of Ages but, for me it has to be All Shook Up.  It was I was the lead 
and it was Ross’s first proper book musical as MD which was special. But besides that it was just 
such a fun show to be part off with such a brilliant cast.  Plus, not gonna lie I loved playing “Ed” – it 
was such a laugh playing a man!
Ross: All Shook Up. Katy's kinda summed it up.
 
Any funny or embarrassing incidents during show week?
KKaty:  My star turn as Kate Bush in Sunshine on Leith was pretty funny! I was actually “Young Jean” 
in one scene but thanks to a rather dashing red wig and a floaty 70’s wedding dress I was 
definitely more “Wuthering Heights” than “Oh Jean”!
Ross: Not embarrassing, but my cameo as an outraged MD in All Shook Up was fun.   

Best professional show you have seen?
KKaty:  That’s tough one!  We’ve seen A LOT of professional shows but the best so far I think is Miss 
Saigon.  We saw the recent London production and it was just phenomenal – the Fall of Saigon (ie 
the helicopter bit!) was stunning.  Of course the fact the Ross then proposed to me on the street 
right outside the theatre also makes it a bit special…
Ross: What Katy said. Book of Mormon is a close second though. 

Other interests outside ACAOS?
KKaty:  I also perform with Mad Props Theatre in Glasgow (if you’re in the audience on Friday night 
– they’re are the noisy bunch in the front row!).  We tend to choose shows with smaller casts which 
are not performed very often - most recently I played “Margaret White” in Carrie the Musical!  Its 
good fun doing shows which are a bit different! It basically means, between Mad Props and 
ACAOS I’m always selling tickets for something!   
Ross: We like our movies, so getting to the cinema now and then between my many musical 
pursuits. And gin collecting. 

What do What do you most enjoy about ACAOS?
Katy:  THE BANTER! 
Ross: Show week, getting to do shows with awesome casts and a professional band. 

Best of ACAOS wishes for the big day guys!



ACAOS CONCERT PARTY: LET US ENTERTAIN YOU!
The ACAOS concert party was formed to promote the club and our productions 
by entertaining around the local area. If you want to enjoy an evening of music 
with our concert party entertaining your club or organisation please contact Katy 
Allan on 07824 367432 or go to our website at www.acaos.co.uk and click on 

‘Contact Us’.



COMMERCIAL PATRONS
We extend a warm welcome to our Commercial Patrons and thank them for their 

continued support. 

• D M BUILDERS & JOINERS 
• OLLECO 

• BELLS FOOD GROUP 
• DUFFY • DUFFY TOSHNER AND COMPANY 

• CONSTRUCTION DESIGN ARCHITECTS 

Without their valuable contribution we would not be able to provide such a high Without their valuable contribution we would not be able to provide such a high 
standard of entertainment for our local community. We are fortunate to have 
local companies supporting the local community and we would strongly urge our 
audience to consider making use of these excellent companies. If you are 

interested in becoming an ACAOS Commercial Patron, a sponsor, or if you wish 
to advertise in our programme then contact Lesley-Anne Smith on 07764 

481705 or visit acaos.co.uk and click on ‘Contact Us’. 

AACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
On behalf of the Society, the ACAOS Main Committee wish to express their thanks to: 

• AIRDRIE & • AIRDRIE & COATBRIDGE ADVERTISER • NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL • 
JOHN MCGILL • BILL MCCLOY • ROBERT JOHNSTONE • STAFF AT SIR JOHN 
WILSON TOWN HALL • ST PAULS CHURCH, AIRDRIE • CULTURE NL • SONO VIE 
• JACK MURDOCH • KATE DOCHERTY SCHOOL OF DANCE • ST AUGUSTINE̓S 
RC CHURCH, COATBRIDGE • YVONNE FINNIE & TEAM • SADIE COSTELLO AT 
GINGERS HAIR & BEAUTY, CHAPELHALL • OUR BACKSTAGE TEAM & HELPERS

Our gratitude also goes to all advertisers in this programme. Our gratitude also goes to all advertisers in this programme. Printing this 
programme is costly and their generous contribution helps to offset this cost. We 
ask you, our audience, to support these local companies whenever possible by 
giving these local businesses your custom. Finally, thanks to the innumerable 
others who may not be named in these pages but who, by their effort and 
encouragement, have made their contribution toward the success of 

ROCK OF AGES.







NODA SCOTLAND GOLF TOURNAMENT 

August 2016 saw the annual NODA Golf Tournament, and ACAOS sent along a 
super team consisting of Grant Johnston, Arthur Smith and Gavin Johnston. We 
are pleased to report it was happy hunting as Front of House Manager, Arthur, 
won the individual competition and in a team effort with Past President Grant, 

both scooped the coveted Noda 5 trophy. Good ‘fore’ you boys!

THE HARTHE HARRY HAMILTON AWARD

The Harry Hamilton Award is reserved for members who have gone above and 
beyond the call of duty in service of ACAOS. This year, Grant Campbell (centre) 
was recognised for his dedication and effort in the reboot of the ACAOS website, 
which now looks as good as it functions for cast, crew and visitors alike. Check it 
out @ www.acaos.co.uk. ACAOS extend our thanks to you for your excellent 

work Grant!



NODA LONG SERVICE AWARDS
NODA long service awards recognise 
the contributions of individuals towards 
amateur theatre. ACAOS were proud to
present awards to members (from left to
right) Joe Bradshaw (20 years), Lesley-
Anne Smith (15 years) and Arthur SmithAnne Smith (15 years) and Arthur Smith
(20 years). Well done and thank you all. 

The National Operatic and Dramatic 
Association (NODA) was founded in 
1899 and has a membership of 2500 
amateur theatre groups and over 2000 
individual enthusiasts through - out the 
UUK, staging musicals, operas, plays, concerts and pantomimes in a wide variety 
of performing venues, ranging from the country’s leading professional theatres 
to village halls. NODA is divided into eleven regions, each headed by a regional 
councillor who sits on the national council (the ruling body of the Association), 
supported by a network of regional rep - representatives. These 190 volunteers 
are the vital link to the grass roots of the Association, and the amateur theatre 
groups themselves.





OBITUARIES
            Frances Gibb – Honorary Life Member
                        It was a very sad occasion on the 6th December 2016    
            when we gathered to say farewell to someone who had   
            been one of our staunchest and most loyal members. A   
            sadness that has lingered and that made it a difficult task  
            to write this appreciation. Frances Gibb joined the society  
            in 1964 and took her involvement seriously. She was the  
            epitome of the core of people who support, encourage   
                        and are at the heart of the society. She was always relied 
on to have done her research and always spoke with authority at meetings, and 
when we were having difficulty with routines at rehearsals Frances would have 
taken notes to help us out. Of all the shows she took part in, her favourite was 
Brigadoon, and when we think of the village appearing out of the mist we always 
think of Frances. Frances and her husband Stewart were a devoted and 
inseparable partnership and we extend our greatest sympathy to Stewart and 
their son Alan.their son Alan.

            Jenny Howie 
            In August last year club members were saddened to hear  
            of the death of one of our elderly stalwarts, Jenny Howie,  
            aged 90. Although not involved since 2011, Jenny had a  
            long history with ACAOS that dated back to when she met  
            her future husband when both were in the chorus. When  
            she retired from the stage Jenny returned to usher and to  
            serve the teas in the Lesser Hall during show week. She   
                        was so proud to receive the NODA Commendation Award  
            for her service to the Society. Jenny loved show week and 
will always be remembered for her infectious laugh and wicked sense of humour. 

AIRDRIE SAVINGS BANK
Open any ACAOS programme in the last sixty or seventy years and it would be difficult 
not to land on the Airdrie Savings Bank advertisement, most probably on the first page. 
We are fortunate to have the loyal patronage of all of our advertisers, but ASB is special. 
Just as it has always been special to the Airdrie community and the surrounding area it 
has served. A cornerstone in the town and an example to us all. But our club’s good 
fortune has been that ASB staff and trustees have also featured among our membership. 
Some of who were past presidents and treasurers of the operatic society, right up to our 
good friend and treasurer of todagood friend and treasurer of today, Iain A. Campbell. All of who helped to influence our 
development over the years. Their contribution is acknowledged and appreciated. Some 
of our members were also privileged to have been invited to entertain at the Trustees’ 
dinners. And who could forget Mr. Fraser Curle who brought Scottish Opera to our town 
hall.We live in changing times and it is to be hoped that today’s Airdrieonians will copy 
the pioneering spirit of those who established ASB. For our part we intend to ensure the 
future of our operatic society and we are proud of our association with ASB. We will 
always remember you. always remember you. 
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